
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, June 9, 2020 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Timothy Litz, Mayor; Dale Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

James Lloyd; Geary Jonas; Michael Duncan; Peggy 

Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:        James P. “Sean” Viars                  

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

                           Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: Amy McBride, Jack Weaver, Mike Jones, Callie 

Hunsucker, Frank Akers 
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget – Mayor Litz called the public hearing 

to order and read the proposed budget summary in its entirety.  Mayor Litz then asked for 

citizen’s comments.    Amy McBride addressed council for an explanation of the machine and 

tools tax.  Treasurer Patton explained that businesses report the value of the machinery and tools 

owned to the Commissioner of the Revenue each year.  Mayor Litz added that the tax is for 

businesses only.  Mr. Weaver addressed council regarding the proposed increase in revenue in 

the wastewater fund.  Vice-Mayor Yontz explained that the sewer line project will completely 

replace an entire section of the sewer system.  If the sewer lines are not addressed, then the town 

faces potential fines from the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).   Mr. Weaver stated 

that he understands the need for the project, but he does not understand where the $1,670,000 

will come from.  Vice-Mayor Yontz explained that the town will use $850,000 in reserved funds 

and the remainder will be a loan from DEQ.  Town Manager Childers stated that most of the 

increase in the proposed budget is from the sewer project, unused VDOT funds for the sidewalk 

project phase 9 & 10, and the block grant funds for the downtown project.  Vice-Mayor Yontz 

added that the water rates will increase the usual 5%, but sewer rates will increase 9% for fiscal 

year 2020-2021 to offset the annual payment on the loan.  Treasurer Patton explained that the 
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increase is calculated on the revenue’s budgeted amount from fiscal year 2019-2020 for water 

and sewer rate increases not the amount that was actually billed.  The budgeted revenue is an 

estimate because there is no way to know what actual consumption will be.  Town Manager 

Childers explained that DEQ offers principal forgiveness instead of grant funding.  The town’s 

sewer rates are the lowest of any in the region.  Therefore, DEQ did not offer any principal 

forgiveness for the loan.  He continued that over the past three years rainfall records were set, 

and the town has been over 95% capacity.  If the town goes over 95% capacity consecutively for 

three months DEQ will send a warning.  The town went ten months over 95%.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the lines are old and leaking and they must be replaced.   

 

Mr. Weaver inquired about the proposed amount for expenses in general government on the 

budget summary.  Treasurer Patton explained that the VDOT Sidewalk project is budgeted in the 

general fund.  Mr. Weaver asked if the town receives funding for the project.  Town Manager 

Childers stated that the VDOT funds are available when the project is underway and reimbursed 

when the Treasurer submits the invoices to VDOT.  He added the funds are available for the 

project when needed. 

 

7:11:  Jim Lloyd joined the meeting 

   

Mr. Weaver inquired about a water project that would supply water from Wythe County to 

Smyth County.  Mayor Litz stated that the Town of Rural Retreat has a fresh spring that could 

accommodate the need.  Town Manager Childers stated that 750,000 gallons of fresh spring 

water from Staley Spring goes in the ground every day.  Mayor Litz stated that the town has had 

discussion with Wythe and Smyth County administration numerous times about the project. 

 

There being no further discussion Mayor Litz closed the Public Hearing for the 2020-2021 fiscal 

year budget. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by Councilmember Hash to approve 

the minutes of the May 26, 2020 meeting.  There being no discussion, the motion passed by a 

vote of five (5) for: Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

  

CITIZEN’S TIME 

Jack Weaver was present to report on the Hotel property that he owns on Parsonage Avenue.  He 

stated that he employed Mr. Hill with Hill’s Studio to research the property to see what options 

are available to renovate the property.   Mr. Weaver stated that the Ted Brown property located 

at the Church Street railroad crossing is an eyesore.  Mr. Weaver stated that he will go to the 

president of Norfolk and Southern (N&S) regarding the old house.  Mr. Weaver stated that he is 

leaving the town out of the correspondence, and he is not going to stop until someone does 

something with the property.  Town Manager Childers stated that the house is land locked by 

N&S and it is in the Brown Estate.  He added that the town taxes are $2,345.00 and the County 

taxes owed is $6,029.04.  He added that he would like to ask the owner to let the home be 

demolished for the taxes to be forgiven.  Mr. Weaver stated that there are laws in place that 

allows the town to tear the house down.  Mr. Weaver stated that the County and Town are within 

the law to tear the house down.  He stated that the property falls under the laws for blight.   Town 

Manager Childers stated that the town can no longer deem a property unsafe and have the fire 
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department tear it down.  He added that the health department is the only agency that can have 

the house demolished, and they will not take action unless there is raw sewage on the property. 

 

Frank Akers, Depot Foundation President stated that the Farmer’s Market will open tomorrow, 

June 10, 2020.  Due to COVID-19 regulations the Farmer’s Market Vendors are asked to wear 

masks and hand sanitizer will be provided.  Mr. Akers stated that the Depot is also open for 

rental and meetings.  Councilmember Duncan asked Mr. Akers how many vendors will be 

setting up.   Mr. Akers stated 10 vendors are scheduled to set up.  Councilmember Hash stated 

that the Depot Foundation will not charge vendors a fee to set up this year. 

 

Cali Hunsucker and daughter from Locust Avenue addressed council to ask permission to have 

chickens on her property in town.  Mrs. Hunsucker stated that she would like permission to have 

chickens and no roosters, and they will be kept in coops, not free range.  Town Manager Childers 

stated that he will do the research on the issue and report back regarding an ordinance.  He added 

that he will inquire with other localities that have an ordinance in place.  Mr. Childers stated that 

he will contact her when the issue will be readdressed. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  
 

Town Manager Childers read an email from Senator Todd Pillion regarding the Church Street 

railroad crossing closing.  The email stated that the crossing will not be closed at this time.  

Town Manager Childers stated that Vice-Mayor Yontz is responsible for making the call to 

Senator Pillion’s office.  Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that Senator Pillion’s office worked quickly to 

get in touch with N&S and VDOT to discuss and resolve the matter. 

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove stated that he has sent the charger to the radar sign to the manufacturer for 

repairs.  Mayor Litz asked if we could upgrade to a sign with a solar panel sign.  Chief Breedlove 

stated that they do offer a solar powered sign.  Town Manager Childers stated that a solar sign 

could be utilized all year while the battery on the existing sign cannot be used in cold 

temperatures. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION –Town Manager Childers stated that he spoke with Brian 

Reed and DHCD is not conducting any meetings for the remainder of the year due to COVID-19.  

He added that the downtown project is currently on hold and time is not a concern at this time.  

Town Manager Childers stated that DHCD is not pursuing these projects and this could possibly 

go on to 2021. 

 

LIONS CLUB WELL PROJECT – None 

 

MASQUERADE PROM – Town Manager Childers presented each council member with a flyer 

and a sample of the waiver that the after-prom committee sent to the town office for review. 

Town Manager Childers stated that he looked the information over, and the committee has 

covered themselves.  Town Manager Childers stated that in his opinion they should be allowed to 

hold the event on town property at the community center.   A motion by Councilmember LLoyd 
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and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to allow the prom to take place at no charge for the 

community center.  The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, Yontz, Hash, 

Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

Town Manager Childers stated that the high school will hold a graduation parade on June 18, 

2020 at 5 p.m.  Councilmember Hash asked where Council will meet to support the graduates.  

Councilmember Hash stated that she will find out if the administration is invited to attend the 

graduation event at the high school.   Vice-Mayor Yontz stated that George Wythe’s graduation 

is limiting attendees to graduate’s families and faculty 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

COMMUNITY CENTER RE-OPENING – Town Manager Childers stated that the town falls 

under the Governor’s Executive Order Sec b; subsection 2 regarding all public and private in-

person gatherings.  A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and seconded by 

Councilmember Lloyd to re-open the Community Center and follow the COVID-19 guidelines 

as provided by the Governor of Virginia.  Councilmember Duncan asked if the town has special 

cleaning procedures in place after an event.  Town Manager Childers stated that cleaning is taken 

care of by Lyon’s Cleaning Service.   The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, 

Yontz, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

PURCHASE JETTER – Town Manager Childers stated that the jetter that R & R Septic has 

offered to the town jets lines from 4 to 12inch.  R & R Septic purchased one from Town of 

Wytheville.  The cost is $5,000 for the used jetter, and it is in good working order.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that the town has hired R&R several times over the years and probably 

paid R & R Septic the cost of the jetter.  Mike Jones added that the jetter will pay for itself in two 

years.  A motion was made by Jonas and seconded by Lloyd to purchase the used jetter from R & 

R Septic for $5,000.  Councilmember Jonas asked if procurement will be followed.  Town 

Manager Childers stated a used equipment is not subject to procurement.  The motion passed by 

a vote five (5) for:  Jonas, Lloyd, Yontz, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

SHAVED ICE & HOT DOG VENDOR – Treasurer Patton explained that a gentleman called the 

town office to inquire about bringing a food truck to Rural Retreat a couple times a month.  

Treasurer Patton stated that the business license ordinance states that peddlers pay a minimum 

fee of $250 for the right to do business in the town limits.  He contacted the town office again 

this week and inquired about where he could set up.  Treasurer Patton mentioned that he might 

be able to set up Wednesdays on Farmer’s Market Days. Frank Akers, Depot President stated 

that the Farmer’s Market’s current rules prohibit prepared foods.  Mr. Akers stated that the 

Market does not want to sell retail, only handmade, homegrown, and handmade items.  Mayor 

Litz suggested that he set up on the Dr. Pepper Lot.  Treasurer Patton stated that the shaved ice 

will be a good treat for kids this summer.   A motion was made by Councilmember Jonas and 

seconded by Councilmember Hash to allow the vendor to set up on the Dr. Pepper lot and sell 

shaved ice and hot dogs.  Vice-Mayor Yontz asked if the town’s insurance will cover if he is on 

town property.    Town Manager Childers stated yes, and it is no different than Heritage days 

vendors setting up on town property. The motion passed by a vote of five (5) for:  Lloyd, Jonas, 

Yontz, Hash, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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HERITAGE DAYS – Vice –Mayor Yontz stated the committee is currently working on 2021. 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton reported that the delinquent tax notices 

were mailed on May 26th. She added that normally they are sent out in March then again in June, 

but due to the COVID-19 concerns they were only sent out in May.  Treasurer Patton stated that 

the WebFee pay fees will be pushed back to the customers on July 1st.  The town has absorbed 

the fees since the office lobby was closed the end of March. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – None 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – None  

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager Childers reported that he and Brian Reed interviewed three engineering firms 

and scored them.  The decision was made to go into term contracts with Hurt & Proffitt, The 

Lane Group, and CHA Engineering firms. 

 

Brian Vaught, Wythe County Supervisor was present and reported the Lake pool will not open 

this year.  Supervisor Vaught reported that the County has received $2.5 million from the 

C.A.R.E.S Act for COVID-19 relief.  The town of Wytheville and Rural Retreat combined will 

receive one third of these funds.  Supervisor Vaught stated that the funds were sent, and the 

County has until the end of the year to spend it or send back any unused portion.   

 

Councilmember Hash asked Supervisor Vaught about town and county officials attending the 

high school graduation ceremonies.  Supervisor Vaught stated that the officials will be in 

vehicles at the event and space is limited. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for June 9, 2020 were read and approved. 
 

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


